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tention of the promoters of this manifestation of reproof to Gov. Golden, that the affair should have ended with a bon fire;* but some of the rioters, disregarding the commands of their leaders, proceeded to commit violence and waste upon the property of Maj. James, one of His Majesty's officers, living in the upper part of the city. This catastrophe the leaders vainly strove to avert: as at the outset they had issued the strictest prohibition against the destruction of private property. But those orders had been violated in this respect, as well as in the destruction of the Governor's chariot. They were unavoidable consequences; and it is more matter of surprise that greater excesses were not perpetrated, than that these should have been indulged in.
Stamped papers had been brought from England by a Capt Davis, on the 23d October, and Mr. McEvers, the distributor appointed, not being willing to receive them, they had been lodged in the Fort
The day after this emeicte, Gov. Golden gave public notice that he would not issue the stamps, but would leave them to the discretion of Sir Henry Moore, the Governor, who was on his way from England, and hourly expected. Some of the most respectable citizens gave confirmation of the Governor's intention under their own signatures. Still the people were not satisfied, and required that they should be delivered out of the Fort to the captain of His Majesty's ship Coventry, to be reshipped to England,- and upon his refusal to receive them, they insisted that the Governor should surrender them to the Common Council, to be deposited in the City Hall. This was done on the 5th of November; the Mayor giving a receipt for their security against loss or destruction.
* Some of the historians of the time, who have been followed hy Botta, ascribe this affair to the sudden outbreak of the lower class. This is not true. It was planned by the leaders, of the Sons of Liberty, and exe cuted under the direction of Lamb, Sears, and others of the fraternity; who were merchants, traders, and reputable mechanics. The moi, however, followed them, and committed the destruction of private property.